Introduced by Council Members M. Jones, Bishop, Clark, Corrigan, Davis, Fussell, Gaffney, Graham, Holt, Hyde, Jabour, Johnson, W. Jones, Joost, Lee, Redman, Shad, Webb, and Yarborough:

RESOLUTION 2007-1038
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND THANKING THE OTIS SMITH KIDS FOUNDATION FOR ITS YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE TO CHILDREN IN THE JACKSONVILLE COMMUNITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Otis F. Smith is a native of Jacksonville and former National Basketball Association star who strongly believes in the traditional values of education, personal growth, and achievement; and


WHEREAS, the Otis Smith Kids Foundation was chartered in Jacksonville, Florida, on October 30, 1989, with its mission being to improve the quality of life and outlook for the future of Northeast Florida children between grades K-5 by providing quality programs and services in the areas of education, recreation, personal growth, and development; and


WHEREAS, since its inception, the Otis Smith Kids Foundation has made a positive impact on the lives of over 100,000 at-risk elementary school students by partnering with schools and maintaining various programs involving after-school FCAT tutoring instrumental in improving the scores of participants by an average of sixteen percent in a recent year, scholarships to Florida Community College at Jacksonville and the University of North Florida through which each former Foundation student has the opportunity to attend college at no cost, Citi D.R.E.A.M. (Dedication, Responsibility, Education, Ambition, and Motivation) Camp, and Branching Out, which enables students to experience new ideas through a speaker’s bureau, field trips, holiday celebrations, career development, community service, and an art series; and


WHEREAS, the Otis Smith Kids Foundation has been highly-visible in recent years through its fundraisers which placed artistically decorated and colorful manatees and jaguars throughout the community, ultimately auctioning them to the public; and

WHEREAS, the Otis Smith Kids Foundation has announced it will cease day-to-day operations by year end, and its legacy of service will be sorely missed by those whose lives have been enhanced through its meritorious advocacy in behalf of our youth; now, therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City Council does hereby honor and thank the Otis Smith Kids Foundation for its years of dedicated service to children in the Jacksonville community.

Section 2.

That the City Council does further express its deep appreciation for the role the Otis Smith Kids Foundation has played in motivating and inspiring our youth to become better citizens.

Section 3.

That this resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Richard W. Campbell
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